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Greetings, dear church! 
 
Every time that we come to the church building for a worship service, weôre following a long 

line of worshippers of the one true God. This line extends so far back into history that it predates Je-
sus Christ. Indeed, Psalm 84 shows us that the Jerusalem Temple thrived as a house of worship almost 
a thousand years before Jesus. 

 
The reason for why people would come from nearby and far away to worship at the Temple 

in Jerusalem is because that was where the Ark of the Covenant rested. The Ark of the Covenant was 
an object upon which God had promised to be specially present, so to be at the Temple meant to be in 
close proximity to the Ark of the Covenant, which in turn meant to be in close proximity to the fo-
cused presence of God. 

 
For the sake of more easily understanding it, Psalm 84 can be subdivided into three sections. 

In the first section, verses 1 through 4, the psalmist talks about how great the Temple is. He calls it 
ñlovelyò in verse 1. In verse 2, he says that ñmy soul longs, yes, faints forò the Temple. In verse 3, the 
psalmist says that if even a bird can find a place to build a nest in the massive Temple complex, then 
surely worshippers are also welcome there. In verse 4, the psalmist remarks that those who attend the 
Temple are ñblessedò and inspired to sing Godôs praise. 

 
What is the reason for the psalmistôs proclamation of how great the Temple is? Itôs because 

thatôs where God is present. The word lovely in verse 1 is used in reference to Godôs ñdwelling 
place.ò All the longing that the psalmist feels in verse 2 is for ñthe courts of the L .ò According to 
verse 3, it is precisely at the ñaltarsò of ñthe L  of hostsò that all people are welcome. In verse 4, 
people who are ñblessedò are those who dwell in Godôs ñhouse.ò The Temple in Jerusalem is highly 
regarded in the heart of the psalmist because God is there. 

 
In the next set of verses, verses 5 through 9, the psalmist shifts from talking about the Tem-

ple to talking about the journey to the Temple. The journey to the Temple in Jerusalem was consid-
ered to be a pilgrimage. The concept of pilgrimage is still popular today, and in fact itôs practiced by 
many different religions. Pilgrimage involves seeking out a holy place to reflect upon God there and 
to worship Him there. For people living in the time when this psalm was written, a pilgrimage meant 
traveling to worship the one true God at the Temple in Jerusalem. 

 
Going to the Temple to worship God is so important to the psalmist that he talks about even 

the journey to the Temple as an act of worship. In verse 5, the phrase ñblessed are those whose 
strength is in youò refers to Godôs blessing of strength for those who will take up the journey to Jeru-
salemðñthe highways to Zion,ò says the text. Verse 6 refers to a place known as the Valley of Baca, 
which is important for us to know because of its reputation for being dryðbut the psalmist says that 
those who travel through this dry area on their way to Jerusalem are so happy to be on their way that 
itôs almost as if their joy will refresh the dry place like water. In verse 7, the psalmist says that those 
who journey to Jerusalem ñgo from strength to strength,ò meaning that they grow stronger in spirit as 
they get closer to appearing in Godôs presence in the Temple. The last thing that the psalmist says 
about the journey to Jerusalem is that he prays in verses 8 and 9 for God to bless the king of Israel, 
who not only provides protection for the roads leading to Jerusalem but also represents the whole 
country before God. To summarize this section, verses 5 through 9, the psalmist is expressing that 
even the journey to Godôs house, not to mention actually being there, is itself a blessed and joyful 
event. 

 
Finally, after talking about being in Godôs house in verses 1 through 4 and then talking about go-

ing to Godôs house in verses 5 through 9, in the last section of Psalm 84, verses 10 through 12, the 

psalmist puts it all in perspective for us. In verse 10, he declares that being in Godôs presence at Godôs 

house even for a single day is better than spending a thousand days anywhere else.         
 (Continued on page two)              
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First Light: Our organizational meeting will be with First Light on Tuesday, May 

10, 2016, to choose our next times to serve the evening meal for the residents there. 
 

The Knit One, Laugh Two: Back to the needles, ladies! We took a short break while 

the floors were being re-done so now we are back and ready to knit, knit, knit! Any-

one interested in joining this fellowship of ladies is welcome to join us each Monday 

morning; come, bring your yarn and needles or your special project. We will be in the 

parlor from 10:00 am ótil noon. Everyone is welcome to share the laughter and fellow-

ship!  

 

Leeds Outreach: Donôt forget our folks at Leeds Outreach when you buy your grocer-

ies. Pick up an extra can and place it in our baskets. Summer is almost here and school 

will be out, so needs for those with children will be greater. Give generously. 

 

Cents-ability Offering - Cents-Ability is a small first step in the battle against hunger 

and poverty. Congregations invite every member ð of all ages ð to contribute a few 

cents at every meal. This simple act is an expression of thanks for what we have re-

ceived. It is also a commitment to share with others in response to Jesus' command 

"You give them something to eat." When members bring their offerings to church on 

the appointed Sunday, all of those coins "make a joyful noise unto the Lord" as they 

are received and dedicated.  

 

LPC, you are stepping up! To date, through the ñsmileyò faces and offerings we have 

received $238.88. The offering is received on the second Sunday of each month.    

Morgan and Pat Knight will be counting and ñwrappingò the coins; cash and checks 

are accepted! Mark your check for ñCents-ability Offering.ò  

 

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering was received on Palm Sunday and Easter. We 

received a total of $90.00, this is to be given toward Presbyterian efforts in disaster 

preparedness (tornado relief, Flint, MI water supplies, etc.), local and worldwide hun-

ger relief and self development programs. 

 

We will receive the Pentecost Offering now through May 15.  Our proceeds from this 

offering has been designated for Presbyterian Home for Children. 

 

Thank you for prayerfully considering our mission here at LPC, that our choices are 

wise and enable a generous spirit. 
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[ŜŜŘǎ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ 
/ƘǳǊŎƘΦΦΦ 

ŜȄƛǎǘǎ ǘƻ ƎƭƻǊƛŦȅ DƻŘΣ ƳŀƪŜ 
ŘƛǎŎƛǇƭŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ƳŜŜǘ ƴŜŜŘǎ 
ǘƘǊƻǳƎƘ ŀŎǘǎ ƻŦ ƭƻǾŜ ŀƴŘ 

ƘƻǎǇƛǘŀƭƛǘȅΧ 

 

Pastorôs Thoughts - Continues from page one 
 
 Similarly, the psalmist then declares that heôd rather serve as the doorman for the Tem-
ple than be at the center of the festivities in the places where evil people dwell. In verse 11, the 
psalmist calls God ña sun and shield,ò meaning that God is the source of spiritual light and pro-
tection. The psalmist continues speaking in spiritual terms when he says that God does not with-
hold any ñgood thing from those who talk uprightlyòðheôs not referring to health and wealth 
but to spiritual vitality. God spiritually nourishes those who want to be in His presence more 
than they want to be anywhere else. Another way of saying this is the last verse of Psalm 84, 
verse 12, which says, ñO L  of hosts, blessed is the one who trusts in you!ò 

 
Have a great month, dear church! 

     Jason Odom 
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Elder Doris Jarvis (699-8203) 
Clara Horton 

Spurgeon & Blossom Marchant 
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Tommy & Patti Reeves 
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Adam & Georgia Reaves 

Ramey Channell 

India Dyer  

  

Elder Spurgeon Marchant (563-6429) 

Ross & Lori Brymer 

Robbie & Edith Cates  

Janine Dobbs  

Lanny & Linda Littleton 

Billy Spruiell  

Matt & Katrina Spruiell 

 

 

 

Elder  Eric Turner   

Carolyn Jarrett 

Mary Anne Moseley 

Jerry & Patricia Partridge  

William Peek 

Charles Gabert 
 

Elder Emily Hodges (999-2118) 

Kathryn Brymer 

Jim & Doris Jarvis 

Morgan & Pat Knight  

Nan Allen 

Michael & Wendy Jarvis Glaser 

Bob & Gigi Sadler 

James Daniel 

Keith and Kevin Schoeck 

 

 

 

Let mutual love continue. Do not neglect 
to show hospitality to strangers, for by 
doing that some have entertained angels 
without knowing it."  
                  --  Hebrews 13:1-2, NRSV 

 

It is our prayer that we may recognize and assist in meeting the needs of our 

members, responding with Godôs help in Christian love and compassion. 

Our congregation is asked to pray corporately for our ministerial leadership: 
Reverend Jason and Michaela Odom. Remember if you have need or concern, 
please call on your ñshepherdingò elder or one of the other elders or the church 
office (699-8463) to assist you; leave a message if need be and someone will 
respond to you as soon as possible.    
 
                                               **************** 
Reverend Jason Odom welcomes the opportunity to speak or meet with 
you. He can be reached by phone, (205-515-8414), mail (4708 6th Avenue 
South, Birmingham, AL 35222), or e-mail: jasonodom67@gmail.com  

Eldersõ Shepherding Groups   

Our Elderôs ñshepherdingò groups have been created as a 
means to better serve our congregation at LPC. Feel free to 
contact ñyourò Elder in the event you have needs or concerns 
within their focus of service.  

7ÏÒÓÈÉÐ .Å×Ó -   $ÏÒÉÓ *ÁÒÖÉÓ 

The average Sunday worship attendance in April was 26.   
 
We celebrated the Lordôs Supper on April 10 and Michaelaôs mother, Joy Buntin, en-
hanced our worship service by accompanying the choir on the flute.   The choir was 
most appreciative to Joan Dawson for filling in for William while he was on vacation.   
   
Thank you to all volunteers and as always let me know if a date is not good for you.   

ñI will not leave you comfortless. I will come to you.ò John 14:1 
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Adult Sunday School and Bible Study - 9:30 in the Fellowship Hall   
 
  

Now is the time to give Sunday School a try! Weôre studying the miracles of Jesus, 
and you can believe that there is plenty of discussion on that topic.  Youôre welcome 
to add your ideas and questions as each member of our class reads and presents one of 
the miracles as told in the Gospels. 
 
When we finish these readings and discussions, we will return to the last lesson in 
Philip Yanceyôs series on ñThe Jesus I Never Knew.ò  We are surrounded by all the 
furniture and appliances that have been removed from the parlor and kitchen, but 
youôll find us somewhere - - - in a circle, learning from each other and from the 
Scripture.  Welcome!  
 
We mourn the passing of Bill Eads and are grateful for his enthusiasm for this Sunday 
School class. He challenged us with his questions, and he graced us with his faithful-
ness. Blessings to Janine, June, and to all who cared for Bill.  

aǳǎƛŎτ  ²ƛƭƭƛŀƳ tŜŜƪ 

First, I want to say a huge thanks to Joan Dawson for filling in while I was out of 

town. I appreciate her prepping the choir and bringing such an integral part to the LPC 

and Bold Springs services. Many of us are familiar with historical figures that have 

been named patron saints or patrons that span both religious and non-religious history 

- for example: St. Nicolas or St. Patrick. Having a patron saint of music is no differ-

ent. The patron saint of music was founded by the papal bull, Ratione congruit, issued 

by Pope Sixtus V in 1585, which invoked two saints prominent in Western musical 

history: Gregory the Great, for whom the Gregorian chant is named, and St. Cecilia, 

the patron saint of music. St. Cecilia is regarded as the patroness of music, because 

she heard heavenly music in her heart when she was married, and is represented in art 

with an organ or organ-pipes in her hand. In the Catholic church, St. Cecilia is cele-

brated with a feast day on Nov 22. Although in the Presbyterian church we do not cel-

ebrate saints as other denominations and believers may, we can still enjoy the fact that 

the love of music transcends the mortal and memorialized even through sainthood.   

3ňŖŖŌŒő 

.ŒŗňŖ  
 

 

Next Stated Session   

meeting will be on      

Sunday, May 15, 2016 

following morning     

worship. 

 

 
 

We will celebrate Holy 

Communion each sec-

ond Sunday during 

morning worship. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Community News  

The Leeds Community Chorus presents: A Legacy of Country and Western Music.  This spring 

concert sponsored by the Leeds Arts Council will be on May 14 at 7:00 pm and May 15 at 2:00 

pm.   Tickets are $10.  Call 699-1892 for reservations.  Artist reception for James Knowles is 

May 1 at the Leeds Theater and Arts Center from 1:30 ï 3:30 pm.  This event is free. 
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Prayer Concerns: The Family of Bill Eads, Matt Jones, David and Andi Par-
tridge, Rev. Charlie Durham, Mary Anne Moseley, Joe Steele, Hope Williams, Lanny 

and Linda Littleton, Jim and Doris Jarvis, Charles Gabert, Edith and Robbie Cates, 

Blossom Marchant, Sandra Coates, Patricia Partridge, Clara Horton, Marilyn Chris-

tian, Hubert Strong, (Spurgeon Marchantôs brother-in-law), and our missionaries and 

their families in the worldôs areas of conflict and war.    

 

Continued Concerns: Congregation at Leeds Presbyterian Church, Frank Dawson, 

Edith Hoggle (Spurgeon Marchantôs sister), Lauren Karr (Patricia Partridgeô niece), 

Patricia Bennett (Sister of Robbie Cates). 
              

The prayer concerns are listed each week in the worship  bulletin. If you have needs 

or concerns, or to add someone, or be added to the Prayer Concerns List, please call 

Mary Anne Moseley at 699-6276 or email her at:     alphonzob@aol.com. 

 Godôs Garden ~ 
 By Robert Frost 

ñGod made a beauteous   

garden 

With lovely flowers strown, 

But one straight, narrow 

pathway 

That was not overgrown. 

And to this beauteous garden 

He brought mankind to live, 

And said "To you, my        

children, 

These lovely flowers I give. 

Prune ye my vines and fig 

trees, 
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     Take another shot. 
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